
Complaint Description 

Andrew Saturn (Wed, 13 Mar 2019 at 2:02 PM) 
 
  

Jason Bennett, the sole person named as a committee member for Up for Thurston County PAC as 
well as the sole representative of Argo Strategies, has failed to provide the non-ministerial PAC 
committee member for a second time after receiving a formal written warning for previous filing 
inaccuracies. 
 
The most recent C1PC for this PAC can be found here: 
https://web.pdc.wa.gov/rptimg/default.aspx?docid=4776396 
 
You will note that Jason Bennett again checked the box for "ministerial only," which is impossible: 
a PAC cannot have zero non-ministerial / executive committee members. 
 
Jason Bennett refused to provide details of who arranged for the electioneering/advertising 
"mailer" sent in favor of Linda Oosterman in late October 2018 by Capitol City Press. In an email, 
Jason Bennett claimed he did not design or arrange for the mailer. However, Rodney Anderson of 
Capitol City Press, when asked to disclose who paid and arranged for the mailer, said Jason 
Bennett of Argo Strategies did. Both of these cannot be the case. 
 
Jason Bennett is the only representative of Argo Strategies, a political consulting firm which touts 
on their website at argo.us: 
 
"Argo Strategies is a full-service political consulting firm with more than 20 years of experience in 
campaigns. During the last eight years, our work has received national recognition – earning the 
firm sixteen Pollie Awards for our direct mail, websites and other voter contact by the American 
Association of Political Consultants. We have also been honored with two Reed Awards, eight 
Goldie Awards, and a “2011 Excellence Award,” which named Argo the “Democratic Dream Team” 
for compliance." 
 
With that in mind, I believe Jason Bennett, who has the experience and knowledge to file 
accurately with the PDC, is acting with malice to conceal details that should be made available in 
an attempt to deprive the public from information about an election. This is the second instance of 
failing to provide full disclosure about the sources of direction, funding, etc, in this PAC by its sole 
member, Jason Bennett. 
 
This PAC received $13,000 from Puget Sound Energy, a foreign-owned fossil fuel monopoly. This 
PAC also listed contributions from individuals who are known associates of Linda Oosterman, as 
well as listed Linda Oosterman's campaign manager, Danielle Westbrook, prominently on the 
mailer. In addition, this PAC listed in-kind contributions from Mr. Paul Berendt, a registered 
lobbyist for Puget Sound Energy. Also, it should be noted that Linda Oosterman benefitted from 
nearly $9,000 in a nearly identical expenditure by Puget Sound Energy in 2012 (her previous 
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election). While these facts alone may not be sufficient evidence to prove illegal coordination 
between Linda Oosterman's campaign and this PAC (Puget Sound Energy), there are outstanding 
PDC complaints and other disclosure requests which I believe will provide such evidence. 
 
 
Andrew Saturn (Wed, 13 Mar 2019 at 2:24 PM) 
 
  

Please also attach this evidence 
 
- The October 2018 mailer designed by Up for Thurston County PAC 
- Capitol City Press (Rodney Anderson) disclosure attesting that Jason Bennett paid, and Paul 
Berendt provided the artwork (this was somehow not included in my previous complaint, #42554) 
 
To clarify: half of my complaint is that if Jason Bennett claims to have made no decisions on behalf 
of the PAC (and filed illegally, with himself as the only member, but as a ministerial-only member), 
then that would make Paul Berendt the only other person who was making decisions, as Capitol 
City Press says Mr. Bennett and Mr. Berendt were the only two individuals to communicate on 
behalf of the PAC. 
 
While Jason Bennett claims that Paul Berendt was a "vendor only," and should not be included as a 
member of the PAC, Mr. Bennett is attempting to have it both ways: he tells the PDC he's the only 
person involved, but tells me he had nothing to do with the PAC, and switched the PAC's C1PC 
back to "ministerial only" after his prior violation. 
 
 
Andrew Saturn (Wed, 13 Mar 2019 at 4:29 PM) 
 
  

Additional violation of RCW for this complaint: Jason Bennett, as the sole individual listed on the 
PAC, was not listed as such on the mailer and that is a very clear violation of 42.17A.320(2)(c): 
 
"In addition to the information required ... all political advertising undertaken ... must include as 
part of the communication ... the full name of that individual ... if the sponsor is a political 
committee established, maintained, or controlled directly, or indirectly ... by an individual" 
 
Andrew Saturn (Thu, 14 Mar 2019 at 2:06 PM) 

 
  

Fox— 
 
Please keep in mind, the context of the evidence I originally provided (attached as message #5) is 
that Mr. Bennett is claiming he had nothing to do with the mailer or any other decision making for 
Up for Thurston County PAC, and that's the extent of my complaint—that as the "ministerial-only 
treasurer" but only member of the PAC, the PAC had no controlling members, and was formed 
and operated illegally. My complaint is also that Mr. Bennett is attempting to conceal information 
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from the public by telling the PDC one thing, correcting his C1PC, and then later amending the 
C1PC and telling members of the public (me) something entirely different. 
 
While it is my personal opinion that Argo Strategies and Mr. Bennett should be required to release 
commercial advertiser records since they literally provide electioneering and communications 
services to campaigns, I am no longer trying to request these records, and that's why these emails 
were left out. This issue is being taken up directly with the PDC. 
 
As I stated in this complaint, both on the argo.us website and in his response to my first complaint 
(#42554), Mr. Bennett touts 20 years of experience with PDC compliance, and claimed that his 
"work ethic is to employ best-faith efforts to comply with any and all laws," and called my first 
complaint "baseless." 
 
However, my first complaint (#42554) was not baseless—it resulted in the PDC requesting that Mr. 
Bennett correct numerous mistakes and omissions in the C1PC filed for Up for Thurston County, 
including adding "Sponsored by Puget Sound Energy," and adding missing contributions and 
expenditures, revealing that Mr. Bennett (acting as Up for Thurston County PAC) did in fact work 
with Mr. Paul Berendt, as I had originally alleged. 
 
Mr. Bennett also admitted to the PDC that he was the sole controlling officer of Up for Thurston 
County PAC, and amended his C1PC to remove "ministerial only" from his treasurer statement. 
However, Mr. Bennett then again amended the C1PC in December 2018 to remove himself as the 
sole controlling officer before telling me in February 2019 that he had nothing to do with the 
decision making of the PAC. 
 
Mr. Bennett is playing semantics and games with the PDC and this is a clear demonstration of bad 
faith and malicious intent, which is not a first for Mr. Bennett. The PDC website lists numerous 
formal complaints where Mr. Bennett, Argo Strategies, or PACs where Mr. Bennett is the 
respondent to very similar accusations. 
 
Please see attached messages (numbered by the order they were sent/received), and include this 
message and its attachments in the official records for this complaint. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Andrew Saturn 
 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

  

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found. 

Up for Thurston County PAC's most recent C1PC filing 
Jason Bennett email where he claims to have made no decisions for the PAC 
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List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them.  

Jason Bennett, Argo Strategies, jason@argo.us 
Rodney Anderson, Capitol City Press, rodney@capitolcitypress.com 

Complaint Certification: 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 
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